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To the Reverend JOHN and CHARLES WESLEY ; to all the 
PREACHERS who act in Connection with them; and to Every 


| Mewber of their reſpective Societies in England, Scotland, 
Ireland and America. 808 


Men and Brethren, 


; Very alarming Circumſtance has taken Place, by Virtue of an Enrolment 


of a Deed in his * oo 4 High Court of Chancery; entitled,“ The Rev, 


« 7. Weſley's Declaration and Eſtabliſhment of the Conference of the People called Methodiſts,”* 
Some Years ago it was thought expedient in order to prevent Diviſions and 


Diſſentions amongſt the People called Methodiſts, after Mr. WESsTEx's Deceaſe, 


that a Plan ſhould be formed under the Sanftion of Conference for the future 
carrying on of the Work ; and ſuch a Plan as might meet with the general Con- 
currence of Conference. Hence the Matter was taken into ſerious Conlideration 
from Time. to Time, and the following Plan agreed to, which Mr. Weſley printed 
in 1772, in the 15th Volume of his Works, Pages 348, 349; and allo in 1580, 
in the large Minutes, Page 41. 

On Notice of my Death, let all the Preachers in Britain and Ireland, repair 
* to London in. fix Weeks. Let them ſeek Gop by Faſting and Prayer. Let 
* them draw up Articles of Agreement, to be ſigned by thoſe who chuſe to act in 
Concert. Let thoſe who do no chuſe it, be diſmiſſed in the moſt friendly Man- 
* ner poſſible. Let them chuſe by Votes, a Committee of 3, 5, or 7; one of 
e them to be Moderator. Let this Committee propoſe Preachers to be tried, 
admitted, or excluded; fix the Place of every Preacher, and the Time of the 
. enſuing Conference.” 9 

This Plan of Settlement met with ſo general and hearty an Approbation, bot 
amongſt the Preachers and People, that it was generally underſtood, that it would 
make our Union, under Gop, perpetual. 

On the 28th of February 1784, Mr. Weſtcy executes, and enrols in | 
a Deed which invelts 100 Itinerants, or any 40 of them, with all the Powers of 
Conference; ſuch as to chuſe a Preſident and Committee out of themſelves; to 
call and diſſolve Conference; to receive into and expel from the Community; to 
appoint the Preachers when, where, and how to employ their Time and Labors; 
reſtridting the Lay Preachers from ſtaying in any Circuit above three Years, and 
exempting Clergymen from ſuch a Reſtriction! In a Word: By Virtue of this 
Deed, all their Ads, and no other are to be had and taken for the Acts of Con- 
ference. Hence the yearly Collection, the Preachers Fund, the Direction of 
Kingſwood School, the Liberty of the Preſs, and Liberty of Conſcience, will, we 
apprehend, all be ſubjett to their Controul l But theſe Matters will receive addi- 
tional Light, by contraſting the Old Plan with this Deed, 

1. The Old Plan gave all the Preachers in Britain and Ireland, a Right to come 
to Conference, and choole by Votes a Moderator and Committee. The New 
Deed gives this Power to 100, or any 40 of them! And the Preſident, or Mode- 
rator, muſt be one of the Committee; and by this Deed gi Itinerants are excluded 
from any Voice in theſe Matters ! | 


2. The Old Plan gives the Committee and Moderator a Power to propoſe Per- 


ſons to be received into, or expelled from the Connection; but they could only pro- 


poſe: Conference alone was to decide. The New Deed gives any 40 of the 100, 
or even a Majority of this 40, abſolute Power to receive into, or exclude from 
the Connettion | | 

3. By the Old Plan, every Member of our Community is amenable to Confe- 
rence. By the New Deed there is a partial Exemption in Favour of Clergymen, 
which bids fair to create much Trouble ! 

4. By the Old Plan, in Caſe any Charge is brought againſt any Member, he is 
tried by his Peers.——By the New Deed, if any of the excluded gi has a Diſpute 
with two, or more of the 100, his Adverſaries are his Judges; and will finally 
decide on him ! | | 

5. By the Old Plan, if a Preacher, his Wife, or Children wanted any Thing 
out of the Public Stock, and their Wants were not attended to by the Managers ; 


he 


* 


ö : 
he could bring his Caſe before Conference and have Redreſs.— By the New Deed, 
200, or any Forty of them can keep us from Conference; and give us any Thing, 
or Nothing, as they pleaſe ! | 

6. By the Old Plan, if any Thing controverſial aroſe in Conference, ever 
Member had Liberty to give his Sentiments, and vote: By the New Deed, 
any one of the 100, can bid either of the gi fit down, or walk out, how intereſted 
ever he may be in the Queſtion ; telling him he has nothing to do with it! 
7. By the Old Plan, if any Preachers could not ſign the Agreement entered 
into, after Mr. John Weſley's Bere, he was to be diſmiſſed * in the moſt friendly 
Manner. ——By the New Deed ve are diſmiſſed unheard; and conſequently with 


* Contempt! | 
| 8. The Old Plan was fairly and openly brought into Conference, and obtained 


Its SanQtion for 13 ſucceſſive Years, without one difſenting Voice! The New 
Deed was procured by intereſted Men, who gave a falſe Account of its Deſign, 
and fo deceived us! 

9. The original Deſign of the Old Plan was to unite us, in Caſe of Mr. Weſley's 
Death ; and it was well calculated for that Purpoſe. The New Deed has effec- 
tually divided us into nearly equal Parties even while he is alive !—* God is not the 
Author of Confufion, but of Peace, in all the Churches of the Saints 
10. The Old Plan holds out Mr. Weſley and Conference, as \a reſpectable Body 
of Men, united by the ſageſt Councils. The New Deed ſullies his fair Fame, 
and entails Diſhonor upon all who act under it, or ſubmit to it! 

Hence it appears, That the New Deed ſubverts the Old Plan; is fraught with 
. Partiality, and Injaſtice ; and was unfairly obtained. - And can this be 
- Of Gor? 
> What can the Adviſers of Mr. Weſley mean by entirely ſubverting the Old Plan 
and eſtabliſhing a new one without the Concurrence of Conference? Can they 
be conſidered as Friends to the Methodiſt Cauſe ? Or rather might it not be ſaid, 
An Enemy has done this ?—Eſpecially when it is known that they have thereby ex- 
eluded a Number of Mr. Weſley's old tried Friends, who have weathered out many 
Storms with him, for many Years; and put young untried Preachers, who have 
— deen received into Connection, over their Heads. —Brethren, they have 
diſunited us; and will probably make it a Crime that we complain when we feel 
ourſelves hardly treated? We are Men: we are not Angels! Remove the Cauſe 
and the Effect will ceaſe. 

If they are diſpoſed to a Re- union, they know how to remove the Grievance. 
Let them ad like Brethren and Chriſtians, and put us upon an equal Footing, and 
they will have Demonſtration that we are not vindictive. We think undue Advan- 
tages have been taken of Mr. Weſley's Years; and it would hurt our Feelings to 
grieve him; but it is neceſſary they ſhould know, that every Thing ſhort of this, 
will be conſtrued into an Attempt to defend what they know is indefenſible, and 
unjuſt! 

N eed we heſitate a Moment to ſubmit it to the Rev. Mr. John and Charles Weſley, 
whether it be for their Credit, or for the Advantage of Religion, that Conference 
ſhould be divided ? And may we not reaſonably hope for their Influence to ſet 
aſide a Scheme ſo replete with manifeſt Injuſtice, and fo likely to hurt the Cauſe 
of Gov ? 

It has been reported, that ſome of our Brethren, whoſe Names are inſerted in 
the Deed, wiſh to ſuſpend their Judgment till it has had a public Inveſtigation. 
But can the Projectors of the New Deed waſh the Æthiopian white ? Can they 
convert unjuſt Attions into juſt ones? Can they defend the Uſurpation of other 
Peoples Property? Let them beware that they do not give Realon to ſuſpett, that 
they are biaſſed by the Love of Power. They have a better Way of convincing us 
how dead they are to the Love of that Power the New Deed invelts them with, 
than meer Words can convey : Let them renounce their Truſt ; legally renounce 
it: Till this is done, we cannot but entertain Doubts and Suſpicions. Their Cha- 
raters are at Stake: They have more Eyes upon them than their own: We have 
done them no Injury; and they owe the Satisfattion we demand, both to us, and 
themſelves, If any of them refule to give this Satisfaction to their injured Brethren, 
they muſt not be ſuprized that their Proteſtations againſt the Love of Power will 
have no Weight with us, 


To 


Calling ? Let us remember 
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—ourſelves as driven out from our Brethren, and catted te Preacir- 
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To our much injured outcaſt Brethren we ſay, Come to Conference and help 
us to ſupport a Cauſe, which (ſhould we fall in Defence of) will cover us with 
Honor Think not the worſe of your Maſter, your Employment, or your Bre- 
thren (ſave the Projectors, who were very few in Number) till they give you Reaſon 
by accepting the Truſt. The Miniſtry is not ſo light a Matter, that we can take 
it up and lay it down at Pleaſure. If we were the Servants of Men, we might act 
as Intereſt, Convenience, or Inclination dictated: But we are the Servants of the 
Lon p IESUs CnRIST, and Stewards of the Myſteries of Gop! And it is required 
in Stewards that a Man be found faithful. The great Head of the Church will 
ſhortly ſay, Give an Account of thy Stewardſhip! And how can we do this with 
Comfort or Honor, if in 1 Manner, we deſert our Brethren, or ot 

1M who endured the Croſs, and deſpiſed the Shame, 
One of the greateſt, if not the very greateſt Miniſter of Chriſt in the World, had, 
after all his Labors and Sufferings, to complain, That he was forſaken of all Men!” 
Thank Gop ! that is not yet our Caſe. Wo 

If we ſtand united in our Aﬀettions and Sufferings, and do not deſert our Caule, 
or each other, but keep together for mutual Defence; this Struggle will iſſue ! 
well: It will for ever emancipate us; and we ſhall leave the fair Inheritance of 
religious Liberty to our Sueceſſors. Many of us are old and grey-headed in the 
Service; we have very little if View for ourſelves. It is highly probable that 
neither the Old Plan or New Deed may ever greatly affect us. But 
we are indebted to thoſe who come after; we do not live here for ourſelves ; 
neither are we called to fight our own Battles: But we are called to fight the Battle 
of the LorD, and to take Care of the Cauſe he has committed into our Hands, If 
we faint in the Day of Adverſity our Strength is ſmall. In that Caſe, we ſhall be 
deſpiſed and condemned; and indeed we ſhall deſerve it. Watch ye, ſtand faſt in 
the Faith, guit you like Men, be ſtrong.” We may depend upon it, the Lon p will 
be our Support; and the People will never deſert us, unleſs we are weak enough 
to deſert each other, and our Cauſe. | ; 

We want nothing but the Re-eſtabliſhment of the good Old Plan, and Security 
for its Continuance. If this juſt Requeſt is not complied with, we ſhall conſide 


invited. It is not our Deſign to join other Communities, nor to raiſe Societies, 
while there is a Hope left of our Re-union, But if this ſhould ultimately be re- 


fuſed us, we hope to meet with that Jultice from Gop and good Men, which we 
may be denied by our Brethren! | 
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